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calculated on com-
plete elements fol-

lowing the equation 
(Flèche*100)

Lenght
Flèche= Max lateral 

profile distance 
from a perpendicu-

lar plane (Bon, 
2002) 

Technological and dimensional features in Al-An-
sab assemblage show that blades and 

bladelets perform clear-cut roles.
Bladelets are preferred items for 

Target products.

ARGUMENT 4:  
Target Blades 

Blades with target features are pre-
sent, but they are less numerous 
and less dimensionally constrained 
than bladelets.  

ARGUMENT 3:  
Maintenance Blades 

Maintenance operations are carried 
out mostly on blades. They account 
for the highest dimensional and 
curvature values. Particularly, they 
carry bladelets negatives.

ARGUMENT 2:  
Flakes 

Technologically meaningful flakes 
are a minority: the chaîne opératoire 
is a laminar-based one. They repre-
sent the early shaping phases and 
core tablets.

Burin-like core

Pre-core
Exhausted cores

ARGUMENT 1:  
Cores 

Cores are knapped unipolarly. 
Since the onset, the goal is isola-
ting a convergent flaking surface 
for producing a short series of bla-
delets. Convexities are maintained 
through blade items.

Do numbers show a Early Ahmarian knappers preference towards 
bladelets?

A bladelet is a laminar item <12 mm wide 
(Zwyns, 2012). 

Bladelets are numerically more represented 
than blades, even considering artefacts pre-
serving the proximal parts: thought to be more 
indicative of an on-site production (Minimal 
Number of Flaking Products) (Falcucci et al., 
2017).  

The analysed sample consists of 2043 items (1892 blades/bladelets, 106 flakes, 45 cores) retrie-
ved during 2009 and 2011 campaigns, it is deemed representative in view of recent spatial analysis 
showing mostly equal representation of artefacts between concentrations within the site
(Schoenenberg pers. comm.).

Bladelets have been denoted as the typo-technological marker of several early Upper Palaeo-
lithic (eUP), 45-37 ka cal BP, lithic assemblages (Le Brun-Ricalens et al., 2009).  Their manufactu-
ring processes have been thoroughly debated and are presented as distinctive of different 
eUP techno-complexes   (Bon, 2002; Falcucci et al., 2017; Goring-Morrison & Davidzon, 2006; Tsa-
nova et al., 2012).   
The Early Ahmarian (EAh) is a Levantine technocomplex chrono-stratigraphically ascribed to 
the eUP, with an original lithic production centred towards slender convergent blades and bla-
delets. 
Al-Ansab 1 site (S Jordan) is excavated by the CRC806 since 2009 with annual campaigns, which 
brought to light in-place EAh campsites dated to 37 ka cal BP (C14 on charcoal).  Due to the rich-
ness of its assemblage and the consistency of knapping methods applied, it is an ideal examp-
le of EAh lithic technology. Hence, it has been chosen for a thorough reevaluation of eUP bla-
delet-making processes, involving two other comparable European sites; here, preliminary data 
on the assemblage will be presented.

WHEN SIZE MATTERS: different roles for blades and 
bladelets in the Early Ahmarian site of Al-Ansab 1 (Jordan).
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