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Mesolithic pits in Germany
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ique / Digging in the Mesolithic® in Chalon-en-Cham-
lation of Mesolithc pits in Germany. Although it is still
ade. Nearly 80% of the single pits known until now
as found in sandy soils or flood loams.

RC 806 - University of Cologne, “Department of Geography - Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat Minchen,

SGerken-Archaologie, *“Welt und Erde Verlag

Although features are known from the Early and the Final Mesolithic, the pits stem mainly from the
Middle and the Late Mesolithic. Most fascinating are the accumulations of small pits with up to 390
features, discovered in the last decades in sandy soils in Northern and Eastern Germany, and the
dating of the oldest “Schlitzgruben” into the Late Mesolithic.
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Mesolithic sites with hearth features
(graphics B. Gehlen).

oasting pit from Duvensee 6,

esolithic, dated around 8300
(from Holst 2011, Fig. 7;

tograph K. Bokelmann).
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Stécken 24 - two pits are
Late Mesolithic around 5700
(from Gerken 2016).

Pit accumulations in sandy areas
red: with settlement context; black: without settlemet context
(graphics B. Gehlen).

om the pit features in
graphics B. Gehlen).
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Mesolithic sites with other pit features. Red:
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hazelnut roasting

pits; blue: waterholes; green: storage/grabage pits;
yellow: pits with unknown function (graphics B. Gehlen).

pits dated to c. 8500, 7500,
6200, and 5900 calBC s

Calpal Version March 2007

1 N=26

hearths in mesolithic settlements
- Northern Germany

] 95% Peak 9100 calBC - 5510 calBC Span =3590 [a]
- 68% Peak 7750 calBC - 6260 calBC  Span =1480 [a]
- 50% Peak 7010 calBC - 6370 calBC Span = 640 [a]

1
=z
1l
e}
©
o
o
=]
Z
=]
=]
o
gj
o
=]
o
> <]
=]
=]
[S)
1

7 hearths in mesolithic settlements
] - Western Germany

1 95% Pesk 8240 calBC - 6110 calBC Span =2130 [a]
4 68% Peak 8120 calB( - 6340 calBC Span =1780 [a]
- 50% Peak 8040 calBC - 6430 calBC Span =1610 [a]

J hearths in mesolithic settlements
] - Eastern Germany

7 95% pesk 6970 calBC - 5850 calbC  Span =1120 [a]
- 68% Peak 6440 calBC - 5940 calBC Span = 500 [a]
J50% Pesk §380 caldC - 5990 calbC  Span = 330 [a]

-------------------------------------------------

7 hearths in mesolithic settlements
] - Southern Germany

7 95% ?eak 8520 calB C - 6650 caldC Span =1870 [a]
- 68% Peak 7780 calBC - 6820 calBC  Span = 960 [a]
- 50% Pesk 7570 caldC - 6890 caldC  Span = 680 [a]
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storage / garbage pits
Friesack 4, Seedorf

§5% Peak 7580 calBC - 6070 calBC Span =1510 [a]

- 68% Peak 7490 calBC - 6140 calBC Span =1350 [a]
< 50% Peak 7360 calBC - 6180 calBC Span =1170 [a]

- hazelnut roasting pits
1 Duvensee, Hittingen, Rottenburg

T e5% peak 9100 caldC - 7880 calBC  Span =1220 [a]
- 68% Peak 8710 calBC - 8070 calBC Span = 640 [a]
- 50% Peak 8560 cald C - 8180 calBC Span = 380 [a]

1N=9 9000 8000 7000 6000 7

1N=8 9000 8000 7000 6000 - pit accumulations within settlements
] - only Lower Saxony
E /\ _: 95% Peak 9650 caldC - 6190 calBC Span =3460 [a]
- 68% Peak 9230 calBC - 6300 calBC Span =2930 [a]
1 | L1 | | 1 4 50% Peak 8710 cal8 ¢ - 6410 calBC Span =2300 [a]
.................................................
pit accumulations outside settlements

1 - only Lower Saxony

T 95% Peak 8780 calBC - 5620 calBC Span =3160 [a]
- 68% Peak 7680 calBC - 5720 calBC  Span =1860 [a]
- 50% Peak 7040 calBC - 6060 calBC Span = 980 [a]
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A V-shaped pit (A) cuts into the wall feature of a LBK
house (B) in Diren-Merzenich, Rhineland

10000 9000 8000 7000 6000 5000

(excavation Wurzel Archdologie und Umwelttechnik 2015;
photograph R. Lubberich, LVR).

Storage/garbage pit from
Friesack 4 - Middle Meso-
lithic, dated around 7300
calBC (Wenzel 2001,
Abb. 13).

Waterhole from Friesack
4 - Middle Mesolithic, da-
ted around 8000 calBC

(Gramsch 1998, Abb. 1).

o Pit of unknown function
- from Heisterbrink -
. Final Mesolithic, dated
%= around 5000 calBC

. (Gehlen, Schén et al.
2017, in print).

zZr=

5471030
57 42 580

HORNO 7

] 10 20m
L 1 1 1 )

uben mit schwarzer Fiillung __. Ausfallflachen
. i v A1, A2 Sondageschnitte
ndeschédel) R Anfangsstellung Handuntersuchung
e C,D  Stérung durch ehem. Weg

™1__ Grenze handuntersuchter Fléche

emeiler mit holzkohlehalt, Graben ~ \ Grenze per Bagger untersuchter Flache

Mesolithic dwelling structures and pits in Horno 7 -
Middle- and Late Mesolithic (from Béhnisch 2001)

V-shaped pit dated to the Late Mesolithic,
c. 6300 calBC, from Pulheim near Cologne
(excavation and photograph: Archbau)
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Mesolithic sites with dwelling structures (graphics B. Gehlen).

n der Hornoer Hochflache. Ausgrabungen im Niederlausitzer Braunkohlenrevier. Arbeitsberichte zur Bodendenkmalpflege in Brandenburg, Heft 8, 2001, 65— 72; Eckmeier, E., Friederich, S. & R. Gerlach 2017 in print, A new view on
e, E. & V. Riquier (eds.), Séance ,Creuser au Mésolithique / Digging in the Mesolithic®. Actes de la journée de la Société Préhistorique Frangaise (Chalons-en-Champagne, 29-30 mars 2016). Paris 2017, in print; Fries, J.E., Jansen, D.
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